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February 2016 

 MNT VOLCANO EXHIBITION  
20th ANNIVERSAIRY 

MNT UPDATE 

As part of the year- long marking of the 20th anniversary of the recent 

volcanic activity, the Montserrat National Trust contributed an 

exhibition at the National Museum at Little Bay that opened in July 

2015 and will close in March 2016. The exhibition includes 

photographs, posters, artifacts and two audio-visual programmes. 

Visitors are welcome to view the exhibits on Tuesdays and Fridays 

from 8.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. and Saturday from 9.30 a.m.- 12.30 p.m. If 

you are on island or plan to be in the near future, you will not want to 

miss this opportunity. 

The poster at the entrance to the exhibit provides the following 

background and rationale: " On July 18 1995 a period of volcanic activity started that was to change life on 

Montserrat forever. The island had not seen  such continuous volcanic activity since the 1930s, and nothing that 

had changed the island  so drastically since Montserrat's history had been recorded.  

Montserrat rose from the Caribbean Sea during major seismic activity some 25 million years ago like some of its 
sister islands in the Lesser Antilles. Among the earliest settlers of these islands the Arawaks believed that their 
god Yocahu resided in the volcanoes that they saw belching fire from the islands. Stylized representations of 
volcanoes made in  clay or from rocks and shells have  been recovered from excavations of Amerindian sites in 
the Caribbean including on Montserrat. Many early  European settlers and visitors have recorded the natural 
disasters that have visited the islands of the Caribbean. This exhibition takes the opportunity to look back at the 
history of the volcano and to mark the commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the start of the most recent and 
most prolonged major eruption. 

The major part of the exhibition concentrates on the more recent history. Although it records the tragic and 
devastating effect on people's lives and on the island itself, it also looks at the responsiveness of both the island 
and its inhabitants. The exhibition seeks to honour what has gone before but also to celebrate the opportunities 
and challenges that this unique time offered to look at how people responded and to look at what has been 
achieved by and for the people of Montserrat. 

No one can deny that the island has suffered greatly in the last 20 years but its people have shown a resilience, 
courage and fortitude that stands as a testament to the people of Montserrat. 

The Montserrat National Trust hopes that this exhibition will enable people to see how much the volcano is a 
part of their natural and cultural heritage. We hope that people will use this period of commemoration as a time 
to record their memories and experiences during and after that period to ensure a lasting legacy that can be 
shared with Montserratians both at home and abroad." 

Grateful thanks to the Montserrat Volcano Observatory and to Mr. David Lea for the loan of items for the 

exhibition. 

Charred remains of a cane toad, and other items affected by 

Volcanic Eruptions 

Pictures of Soufriere Hills Volcano 1995-2000 

Contributions to the Montserrat National Trust in Memory of Bruce Hurley 

Bruce Hurley passed away in August, 2015, in Florida, succumbing to injuries 

suffered in an auto accident.   Bruce was very fond of Montserrat and was looking 

forward to spending Christmas on the Island . Because he served as a volunteer with 

the Montserrat National Trust in the 1980s and because of his love of the beaches and 

trails on the island, family and friends have made a contribution to the Trust in his 

name.  As a life-long stamp collector with a specialty in Caribbean stamps, his 

daughters have also donated a rare one penny Montserrat stamp (Issued 1876) to the 

National Trust Stamp Collection. 

A Big Thank You To: Kelly & Ken Norman—Stacy & Patrick Fourspring—Judy & Dave McGowan— Larry & Carolyn 

Hurley— Alfred Millard—Jane Katovich— Nancy & Allen Prondzinski  for donations in honour  Bruce’s memory. 
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 FLOWER NEWS 

 

International Floralies is a horticultural and educational organization with chapters in 

many parts of the world 

Martinique, in the town of Trois-Ilets  hosted an official event for the organization in 

June 2015, the first such event in the Caribbean after a hiatus of almost 30 years. It was 

attended by 18 Caribbean countries under the theme of Caribbean Bouquet. 

The  aim of the event was to create a gathering place for the horticultural industry 

encouraging  exchanges between Caribbean islands to advance the  beautification of the 

Caribbean region. 

Montserrat was represented by MNT Director, Sarita Francis, and the first place winner 

of the 2014 Flower Show competition, Donna Henry. Thanks to the Montserrat Tourist 

Board for obtaining invitations to the event and providing funding for the Montserrat 

delegation.  

During the week of activities, each country was able to share with fellow plant lovers 

their natural heritage, what they have specific to their country and their horticulture 

knowledge.  For small islands like Montserrat or small organizations it was  also an 

opportunity to be better known within a wider region and in turn boost curiosity and  

attract tourists. 

After attending  workshops, demonstration and conferences, the Montserrat team came 

back with many  ideas to enhance botanical  production and display on island. When 

asked to choose  the key learning that she brought back, Donna Henry cited the inspiring 

ways she now knows  to use foliage in arrangements. 

Montserrat delegation with Anthony Tangkai and Christobel Daniel, 

Donna Henry  and Sarita Francis 

 MAC’S INAUGURAL ART EXHIBITION 

International Floralies in Martinique 

Montserrat display 

Flower Show, Garden and Tea Party 
The Montserrat National Trust Flower Show Committee is finalizing plans to host its 3rd Flower Show at the 

MNT Oriole Complex in Olveston during the Week of St Patrick's Activities. The Show will be held from 

March 14 to 16 under the theme  Montserrat , Naturally Beautiful.  

Everyone is invited to submit an entry: Rules for Exhibitors can be found on the MNT website along with the 

registration form that must reach the Trust by March 4th. 

TEA PARTY will be held at the Trust on MARCH 14, at 4:30pm.  Check  at the MNT for Tickets!!!!!! 

The Montserrat Arts Council (MAC) in association with the Montserrat 

National  Trust held an exhibition to coincide with this year's Festival 

celebrations from December 18, 2015 to January 1, 2016 at the Trust's Oriole 

Complex in Salem. The exhibition featured the work of four local artists - 

Franki (Franklyn Farrell) who uses locally sourced plants and trees as his media 

and inspiration, Evelyn White who is now using her well honed sewing skills to 

produce items made from the national fabric, Eze Bongo ( Vanastel Hussey) 

whose wide ranging artistic work may take the form of song, poetry, or the 

manipulation of metals, stone, bone and wood, and Don (Donaldson Romeo, 

Premier of Montserrat) whose best known works are detailed sketches of 

Montserratian faces. 

The Montserrat Arts  Council whose role is to encourage and coordinate arts and culture on island is located in the Upstairs Public Market 

in Little Bay and its Director is the well- known Montserratian poet and performance artist, Chad Cumberbatch. The Council can be 

contacted at info@artscouncil.ms The Trust looks forward to continued  cooperation with the Arts Council and the island's talented artists. 

Display of local artists work  

Photo by Kenneth "Rabo" Silcott   

mailto:info@artscouncil.ms
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ARCHIVE PROJECT  - With ICT Programme 
The previous issue of this newsletter provided a description of the beginnings of the Archive Project - 

an ambitious scheme to create, in digital form, a searchable database of catalogued items accessible 

around the world to those interested in Montserrat's history. Funds from a grant from the British  

Library allowed for the purchase of a first camera for digitizing photos and pages from volumes as well 

as training in operating the equipment and in proper handling and storage of archival material.  

Subsequently, more work on digitizing materials was undertaken by volunteers, Neil How and Mike 

Owen as well as MNT staff member, Donna Henry. The materials already worked on include a sample 

of MNT documents, Government Registry, Land Development Authority, Public Library and Financial 

Services Commission. 

The next stage of the Archive Project involves the creation of a digital catalogue - a database that 

names and describes items in such a way that allows individuals to search for items of interest and 

either pull them up on  screen or find out where the original is housed. To undertake the start of this 

work, MNT successfully applied to the Government of Montserrat for funds under the Information 

Communication Training (ICT) programme. A professional archivist, Francesca Franchi, has been 

hired on short term contract to lead this phase and she is ably assisted by five  young Montserratian 

cadets - D'Andre Lee, Gartrick Joseph, Javon Sweeney, John Jeffars, and  Carlyse  Vyphus -who are 

being trained in the use of equipment and in the detailed work involved in cataloging, as well as being 

exposed to aspects of Montserrat's history that may be  new to them. The Grant from the ICT Project as 

well as funds from the Linbury Trust, through the West India Committee, UK, also enabled the 

purchase of a second camera, cataloging software (delightfully named  Past Perfect), and other 

supporting materials. The software selected by Francesca Franchi after a thorough investigation of 

options allows for the integration of museum, archive and library materials including both text and 

photographs. It is used in other countries of the Caribbean thus providing compatibility and ease of  

               communication. 

This is a huge undertaking and one that will be ongoing since items of archival 

interest continue to be produced. But in the meantime, items from the MNT archive 

and government records, along with many photographs have been selected for initial 

cataloguing and subsequent uploading to the web site. Members  of the Trust are 

invited to visit the website - the first uploads from the Archive Project should be 

available by late February. Any further details that members could add to the 

descriptions of items  such as identifying people, location, events in photographic 

images would be welcomed by Archive Project staff. Please check the main MNT 

website for details as to how to contribute information to this crucial project that will 

provide current and future generations with more knowledge about their history. 

  

 

Francesca Franci visiting archivist 

Donna Henri digitalizing old material 

D’Andre Lee, Gartrick Joseph, Javon Sweeney, John Jeffars, and  Carlyse  

Vyphus  using digitizing equipment  with help from Neil How 

The EU Best Initiative is a Project that aims to develop ecosystem profiles for 15 EU Outer  Regions and Overseas Countr ies and 

Territories  in the Caribbean.  

After compiling an ecosystem profile of Montserrat based on researching scientific data/information, a BEST Team (Ms Amandine Vaslet 

and Romain Renoux) came to island to present a draft Montserrat Profile, and to discuss and validate it with local environmental stakehold-

ers. Montserrat National Trust hosted an interactive workshop on November 25, 2015 with key stakeholders and representatives from BEST 

Initiative.   

The workshop was well- received by participants  and  the BEST Initiative Team was particularly satisfied with  participants’ feedback. As 

a result of that feedback, threatened species have been added to their list, and the proposed ecosystem profile has been updated. Many 

thanks to all participants and the EU BEST Initiative Team for their input and their interest in  taking action to  protect our fauna and flora 

riches. 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds sent a team (Ms Elizabeth Radford and John Lyndon) to the MNT from November  23th to 

25th 2015 to discuss with various stakeholders actions and prioritizing that should be done to manage invasive species. 

 BIODIVESITY PROTECTION  
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BIRDING IN PARADISE - NEW PUBLICATION 
Her Excellency the Governor, Elizabeth Carriere ( dressed in the colours of the Montserrat oriole for the 

occasion)  hosted the launch of the latest Trust publication  Birding in Paradise: the Caribbean Emerald 

Isle of Montserrat. A guide to bird-watching, nature and heritage sites  at her residence on October 29, 

2015. 

This volume is authored by Mike and Ann Pienkowski and Catherine Wensink of the U.K. Overseas 

Territories Conservation Forum that has worked with the Trust for many years. Other authors are Sarita 

Francis, MNT Director, and James "Scriber" Daley. All five authors were on  hand for the launch, signed 

copies for the invited guests and discussed with them the process of compiling the book.  

The full colour, 90 page book, provides a guide addressed to all who live on  island or intend to visit here. 

Though birds are central to its content and beautifully described and illustrated,   the book also contains 

up to date information on the natural delights that hikers can find and suggestions for visitors who are here 

just for a day and want to experience  the special island life that Montserrat has to offer.  

 

Sarita Francis, MNT Director, used the occasion of the launch to announce the 

reprinting of the Montserrat Museum Cookbook, a long-time favorite in many 

Montserrat households but one that had been out of print for many years. The new 

version includes an introduction that covers the historical and cultural 

significance of the volume and a handy index of contributors has been added.  

    MNT GIFT SHOPS 

Birding in paradise - A guide to bird watching, nature and heritage site is available at the Gift shop for $27 E.C. 

and the Montserrat Museum Cookbook for $50 E.C. 

Our Oriole Gift shop in Salem is open Monday to Thursday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm and Fridays 8:30 am to 4pm. Phone 

lines: +1 - 664-491-3086. We also have in stock items made by hand in Montserrat and local food specialties for 

you to have a taste of the island. 

MNT held its AGM on December 16, 2015. The Hon Minister with responsibility for the environment, Claude Hogan, and the Hon Speaker 

of the House, Shirley Osborne, joined Trust  members for the occasion. The meeting as is custom provided updates on Trust activities as 

well as conducting the formal business of approving Minutes of the previous meeting, electing  

Council members, approving audited accounts and 

appointing the auditor for the coming year. 

The Treasurer's Report indicated a reduction in 

Government of Montserrat funding of $40,000 EC for 

2014 and increases in administrative costs. The Gift 

Shops and plant sales showed an increase in revenue but 

not enough to offset the shortfall in GOM funding.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Commenting on budgetary  issues, Director, Sarita Francis, noted that $60,000 EC was insufficient to maintain the 8 trails in the Centre 

Hills and that signage on those trails was inadequate. She also mentioned the pressing need for a Garden Manager and a replacement of  the 

existing MNT truck.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Council members elected  for 2016 

Mrs. Dulcie James - President  / Mr. Claude Browne - 1st Vice President  

Miss Gerren Gerald - Executive/Recording Secretary 

Mrs. Roselyn Cssell-Sealy - Treasurer/Financial Advisor 

Floor Members:  

Miss. Dorothea Hazel - Mrs. Elizabeth Breuer - Mrs. Nancy Reynolds - Mrs. 

Cynthia Dyett - Miss Linda Dias -  Miss. Siobhan Tuitt - Mr. Neil How 

Special thanks to Barbara Grey for work in the gift shop, to Nicolas Tirard for his expertise in the Garden and to Ravo Ratianimarina 

for putting this issue together. 
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